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Welcome  To  The  Guide

Kuwait ,  wi th over 6% of the world’s oi l  reserves has for
many years at t racted signi f icant levels of  foreign
investment in th is and related industr ies.  
 
The last  budget has pr ior i t ized the infrastructure spend
with focus on publ ic /  pr ivate partnerships for
development.   
Cl ients wishing to enter Kuwait  market are l ikely to f ind i t
helpful  and can avai l  our services in Kuwait .  
 
This guide is intended to provide an introduct ion to the 
taxat ion and legal  aspects of  doing business in Kuwait .  
 
We hope you f ind the guide useful .  
 
Mohammad Alsanea 
Managing Partner 
ALSANEA ECONOMIC CONSULTING 
August 2018

Kuwait ,  of f ic ia l ly the State of  Kuwait ,
shares i t ’s  borders 
wi th I raq and Saudi Arabia and has a
populat ion of  some 3.5 mi l l ion.
Kuwait  is  a const i tut ional  Emirate wi th an
elected par l iamentary system.
Kuwait  has a petroleum-based economy,
with petroleum account ing for
approximately hal f  of  the country ’s GDP
and the major i ty of  revenues for the
Government.
Kuwait  cont inues to undertake ef forts to
diversi fy i ts earnings away from
petroleum.
The Kuwait  Stock Exchange is one of  the
larger stock exchanges in the Arab world.
Arabic is the f i rst  language, wi th Engl ish
widely spoken and used in business

Overview
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Legal  & Regulatory  Framework

The basic premise for carry ing out business in Kuwait  is  ident i f ied in the Art ic les (23) and (24) of  the
Kuwait i  Commercial  Code. Art ic le (23) of  the Code states that non-Kuwait i  c i t izens may not pursue
any commercial  act iv i t ies in Kuwait ,  unless having a Kuwait i  partner.  This partner 's share must not
be less than (51%). Art ic le (24) sets for th that any foreign company may not establ ish a branch in
Kuwait  and cannot pursue i ts commercial  act iv i t ies in Kuwait  unless having a Kuwait i  agent.

The fol lowing ways def ine how a foreign indiv idual  or  ent i ty may enter the market and carry out
business in Kuwait :  
 
•  Establ ishing a company 
 
•  Concluding a jo int  venture agreement 
 
•  Appoint ing a Kuwait i  commercial  agent 
 
•  Appoint ing a commercial  representat ive 

"The law draws an
exception to the general
rules governing doing
business in Kuwait by
foreign investors"

On Apri l  22,  2001, Kuwait 's  Par l iament enacted
Law No. (8) on Regulat ing Foreign Capital
Direct  Investment in Kuwait ,  in an at tempt to
lure foreign investments.  By al lowing foreign
ownership up to (100%) of  business ent i t ies in
certain sectors,  th is Law draws an except ion to
the general  ru les governing doing business in
Kuwait  by foreign investors.  The implement ing
regulat ions that establ ish the guidel ines for
investment under the Law wi l l  be issued soon.
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Establishment  of  a  Company  in  Kuwait

A s  p e r  t h e  K u w a i t i  L a w ,  f o r e i g n
i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  e n t i t i e s  m a y  e s t a b l i s h
p e r m a n e n t  p r e s e n c e  i n  K u w a i t
t h r o u g h  f o r m i n g  a n d  i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  K u w a i t i  c o m p a n i e s :

•  L imited Liabi l i ty  Company (WLL) 
•  Closed Joint  Stock Company               
  (KSC Closed) 
•  Joint  Stock Company 

Foreign indiv iduals and corporates
may establ ish a Limited Liabi l i ty
Company (WLL) in Kuwait .  However,
as per Art ic le (191) of  the Companies
Law, the share of  the Kuwait i  c i t izen in
the WLL company must be at  least
(51%). The process of  forming a WLL
is s imple,  and i t  takes approximately
three months.  This type of  companies
provides a l imi ted l iabi l i ty  shield.
Since Kuwait i  c i t izens do not pay
indiv idual  income tax,  and only non-
Kuwait i  corporate bodies pay
corporate tax,  WLL companies do not
pay taxes.

In June 1999, Kuwait  enacted a law
permit t ing non-Kuwait is to hold
shares, for  the f i rst  t ime, in publ ic ly
traded shareholding companies.
Pursuant to th is new law, the
restr ict ions and condi t ions of  th is r ight
are to be def ined by the Minister of
Commerce and Industry in the
Implement ing Regulat ions of  the Law.
Among these regulat ions is the
maximum amount of  shares which non-
Kuwait is may hold and their
corresponding r ights.

The other type of  companies that can
be establ ished by non-Kuwait i  ent i t ies
is Closed Kuwait i  Joint  Stock company
(KSC Closed).  Pursuant to the Kuwait i
Companies Law, Art ic les (68) and
Art ic le (94) state that KSC Closed
companies are except ional  type of
Joint  Stock Companies.  As a rule,  only
Kuwait i  c i t izens may be shareholders
of a jo int  stock company. However,
foreigners may own up to (49%) of  the
share capi ta l  of  a Closed Joint  Stock
company (KSC Closed) af ter  at ta ining
approval  of  the concerned author i t ies.
Act iv i t ies of  KSC Closed company may
not include banking or insurance. The
process of  forming a KSC Closed
company takes up to s ix months. 
In addi t ion to the taxes levied on
prof i ts made by the foreign company
as a shareholder in a KSC Closed
Company, the KSC Closed Company
must contr ibute wi th 5% in Kuwait
Foundat ion for the Advancement of
Science. 

Limited Liability Company

Closed Joint Stock Company

Joint Stock Company

Introduction

I f  a l icense is granted, incorporat ion of
KSC or KSC(c) typical ly 
can take six months to complete.  A WLL
may be set up more 
quickly.  
Dur ing the per iod before incorporat ion,  a
company may 
operate under an author ised
shareholders agreement obtained 
from a recognised professional  assist ing
in incorporat ion of  the 
company

Time Required
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Establishing  A  Joint  Venture

Pursuant to Article (57) of the Kuwait i  Companies Law, jo int  ventures are formed under
simple contracts.  No formal procedure for their  establ ishment is involved. 
 
Art ic le (56) of  the Law refers to jo int  ventures as jo int  venture companies.   
 
As stated in Art ic le (59),  jo int  venture companies do not have legal  personal i t ies.  These
companies may not conduct business in their  own name. Only through a venturers that a
joint  venture company may conduct business with th i rd part ies.  This venturer is personal ly
 responsible for  the t ransact ions he enters into wi th the third part ies.   
 
The l iabi l i ty  of  the t ransact ing venturer to the third part ies is unl imited. Meanwhi le,  the
l iabi l i ty  of  the non-transact ing venturer is conf ined to his share in the jo int  venture.  The
Kuwait i  venturer in the company must guarantee the transact ing venturer,  i f  the lat ter  is a
non-Kuwait i  c i t izen. 
 
The jo int  venturers are to be exposed to unl imited jo int  and several  l iabi l i ty ,  i f  the jo int
venture company deals wi th th i rd part ies in i ts own name. I t  makes no di f ference whether
the jo int  venturers were personal ly involved in the transact ion or not.  
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Commercial  Agency

T h e  s e c o n d  t y p e  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a g e n c i e s
i s  a  d i s t r i b u t o r s h i p  a g e n c y .  U n d e r  t h i s
a g e n c y ,  t h e  l o c a l  a g e n t  m a y  a c t  a s  t h e
d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ’ s  p r o d u c t  i n  a
d e f i n e d  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  a
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p r o f i t  a s  p e r  A r t i c l e
( 2 8 6 )  o f  t h e  K u w a i t i  C o m m e r c i a l  C o d e .  I f
t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r  i s  t h e  o n l y  d i s t r i b u t o r  i n
t h e  w h o l e  c o u n t r y ,  d i s t r i b u t o r s h i p s  a r e
g o v e r n e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  g e n e r a l  r u l e s  a s
c o n t r a c t s  a g e n c i e s .  A s  p e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
p r o t e c t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s ,  t h e s e  r u l e s
p r o t e c t  b o t h  t y p e s  o f  a g e n t s :  
 
•  R e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  C o m m e r c i a l  a g e n c i e s  i s
r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  e n f o r c e a b l e .  
•  K u w a i t i  l a w  i s  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  l a w  i n  a l l
p u b l i c  p o l i c y  m a t t e r s .  
•  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  m a y  n o t  t e r m i n a t e  t h e
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h o u t  p r o v i n g  v i o l a t i o n  o f
t h e  c o n t r a c t    b y  t h e  a g e n t .  I f  c o n t r a c t
v i o l a t i o n  i s  n o t  p r o v e d ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l
s h o u l d  c o m p e n s a t e  t h e  a g e n t .  
•  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  m a y  n o t  d e c l i n e  t o  r e n e w
t h e  a g e n c y  a g r e e m e n t  u p o n  i t s  e x p i r a t i o n
w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  t h e  a g e n t  e q u i t a b l e
c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n o n - r e n e w a l ,
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  a g e n t  p r o v i d e s
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  a t  f a u l t  a n d  t h a t
h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r o m o t e d  t h e
p r i n c i p a l ’ s  p r o d u c t s .  
•  T h e  a g e n t  m a y  f i l e  a  s u i t  a g a i n s t  b o t h
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  t h e  n e w  a g e n t
a p p o i n t e d  i n  K u w a i t ,  i f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l
c o l l u d e s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  a g e n t ,  a n d ,  f o r  t h i s
r e a s o n ,  t h e  a g e n c y  c o n t r a c t  i s
t e r m i n a t e d  

First  Type The f i rst  type of  commercial
agencies is a contracts agency as per
Art ic le (271) of  the Kuwait i  Commercial
Code. In th is type of  agencies,  the local
agent undertakes to do the fol lowing by the
contract :  a)  promot ing the pr incipal ’s
business on a cont inuous basis in the
terr i tory,  b)  enter ing into t ransact ions in
the name of the pr incipal  in return for a
fee. The agency contract  must be wri t ten.
I tems of  contract  must def ine:  the terr i tory
covered, the agent ’s fees, the agency
term, the product or service that is the
subject  of  the agency, and any relevant
trademarks.  I f  the agent should establ ish
showrooms, workshops, or warehouse
faci l i t ies,  the contract  must be val id for  a
per iod not less than f ive years.

The other type of  companies that can be
establ ished by non-Kuwait i  ent i t ies is
Closed Kuwait i  Joint  Stock company (KSC
Closed).  Pursuant to the Kuwait i  Companies
Law, Art ic les (68) and Art ic le (94) state that
KSC Closed companies are except ional  type
of Joint  Stock Companies.  As a rule,  only
Kuwait i  c i t izens may be shareholders of  a
joint  stock company. However,  foreigners
may own up to (49%) of  the share capi ta l  of
a Closed Joint  Stock company (KSC Closed)
af ter at ta ining approval  of  the concerned
author i t ies.  Act iv i t ies of  KSC Closed
company may not include banking or
insurance. The process of  forming a KSC
Closed company takes up to s ix months. 
In addi t ion to the taxes levied on prof i ts
made by the foreign company as a
shareholder in a KSC Closed Company, the
KSC Closed Company must contr ibute wi th
5% in Kuwait  Foundat ion for the
Advancement of  Science. 

2. Distributor Agency

1. Contract Agency

Introduction

Third Type As stated in Art ic les (287) to
(296) of  the Kuwait i  Commercial  Code,
the third type of  commercial  agencies is
the commission agency. In th is type of
agency, the agent concludes contracts in
his/ i ts own name. The pr incipal ’s name
may not be revealed without his consent.

3. Commission Agency

"Provisions of the code define the
general rules governing commercial
agencies and their types".
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Commercial  Representatives

Pursuant to a “Commercial  Representat ion Agreement” ,  a commercial  representat ive is a Kuwait i
indiv idual  or  ent i ty engaged by a foreign company to represent i ts business interests in Kuwait .   
 
Usual ly,  the author i ty scope of  a commercial  representat ive is more l imi ted than that granted to an
agent.  
 
 Fees of  a commercial  representat ive may be paid as ei ther a f ixed regular amount,  a commission, or
percentage of  prof i ts.  Art ic les (297) to (305) of  the Kuwait i  Commercial  Code regulate the dut ies and
obl igat ions of  commercial  representat ives. 
 
The commercial  representat ive must s ign his name as wel l  as the name of the foreign company,
whenever execut ing documents on behal f  of  the foreign company. Within the signature,  he must indicate
that he is a commercial  representat ive.  
 
 A foreign company accepted ful l  l iabi l i ty  for  al l  of  the act ions of  i ts commercial  representat ive,  provided
that al l  the act ions are they are carr ied out or incurred within the scope of  representat ion.  Contrary to
the agency agreement,  a commercial  representat ion agreement cannot be registered with the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.  
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•  T h e  t e n d e r e r  m u s t  b e  a  K u w a i t i
m e r c h a n t ,  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  c o m p a n y .  H e  m u s t
b e  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  R e g i s t e r  o f
C o m m e r c e  i n  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e
a n d  I n d u s t r y  o f  K u w a i t .  T h e  f o r e i g n
t e n d e r e r  m a y  a p p l y  f o r  t e n d e r ,  i f  a
K u w a i t i  m e r c h a n t  i s  a c t i n g  a s  h i s  p a r t n e r
o r  a g e n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  d e e d  d u l y
e x e c u t e d  b y  a  n o t a r y .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  m u s t
m e e t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e g u l a t i o n s  s e t  d o w n  b y
t h e  C e n t r a l  T r a d i n g  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o m p a n y  i n
t h e  t e n d e r s  o f  l a r g e  w o r k s .  
 
•  T h e  t e n d e r e r  m u s t  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  L i s t  o f  C o n t r a c t o r s  a n d
S u p p l i e r s  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
A r t i c l e s :  O n l y  t h r o u g h  a  K u w a i t i  e n t i t y  i n
w h i c h  i t  h a s  a n  o w n e r s h i p  i n t e r e s t  o r  b y
a c t i n g  d i r e c t l y  b u t  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e
a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  a  K u w a i t i  a g e n t  o r
c o m m e r c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t h a t  a  f o r e i g n
e n t i t y  m a y  a c t  a s  a  g o v e r n m e n t
c o n t r a c t o r .  T w o  i m p o r t a n t  e x c e p t i o n s  a r e
d r a w n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  P u b l i c
T e n d e r s  L a w :  
 
•  P r o c u r e m e n t  o f  M i n i s t r y  o f  D e f e n s e :  T h e
P u b l i c  T e n d e r s  L a w  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e
p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  m i l i t a r y  i t e m s  f o r  t h e
M i n i s t r y  o f  D e f e n s e  a n d  S e c u r i t y  F o r c e s .
K u w a i t  l a w  b r o a d l y  d e f i n e s  “ m i l i t a r y
m a t e r i a l s ”  t o  i n c l u d e  l a n d ,  s e a  a n d  a i r
w e a p o n s ,  s p a r e  p a r t s ,  m i l i t a r y
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  d e t e c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  a n d
r e l a t e d  s y s t e m s  ( “ s t r a t e g i c  m i l i t a r y
p r o c u r e m e n t ” ) .  N o  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l a w s  o r
r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n  s t r a t e g i c  m i l i t a r y
p r o c u r e m e n t  b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  D e f e n s e
( M O D ) .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  M O D  h a s  d e v e l o p e d
i n t e r n a l  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  s u c h
p r o c u r e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e
p u b l i c .  S u c h  p o l i c i e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  m o r e
f l e x i b l e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  T e n d e r s
L a w .  T h i s  c o m e s  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o
a c c o m m o d a t e  M O D ’ s  s p e c i a l i z e d  n e e d s
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  s t r a t e g i c  m i l i t a r y
p r o c u r e m e n t .  
 
•  O t h e r  S p e c i a l i z e d  P r o c u r e m e n t :  K u w a i t
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  m a y  r e q u e s t
p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  T e n d e r s
C o m m i t t e e  t o  c o n d u c t  p a r t i c u l a r  t e n d e r s
o u t s i d e  t h e  P u b l i c  T e n d e r s  L a w .
M e a n w h i l e ,  s u c h  c a s e s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y
r a r e .  

The Kuwait  Foundat ion for Advancement of
Science (KFAS) was establ ished to assist  to
science students and researchers in their
educat ion and training and for scient i f ic
research and development in general .  Art ic le
(6) of  the Memorandum of Associat ion of
KFAS states that a source of  KFAS’s funding
shal l  be paid by al l  Kuwait  Shareholding
Companies (KSC).  Each KSC Company shal l
pay (1%) of  such i ts net prof i ts to KFAS. A
KSC company is not str ict ly obl igated to pay
(1%) of  i ts net prof i ts to KFAS. According to
Art ic le (48) of  the Kuwait i  Const i tut ion,  taxes
may be levied only by a duly promulgated law.
However,  i t  has become the general  and
accepted pract ice in Kuwait  for  KSC
companies to incur such payments.

General ly,  indiv iduals (Kuwait i  and foreign
nat ionals)  and Kuwait i  companies do not
pay taxes on income. However,  an income
tax is levied on a foreign corporate body
conduct ing commercial  act iv i t ies in Kuwait .
The tax rates,  ranging from (5%) to 55%,
are appl ied progressively to income
brackets.  

Article (5) of the Tenders Law defines
the following conditions for a tenderer
in any government contracts:

Contribution to the Kuwait Foundation
for Advancement of Science

Taxation

Law No. (37) of  (1964) regulates the
procurement by the Kuwait i  Government and
i ts agencies.  The Law is modif ied by Laws
No. (13) of  (1970) and Low No. (31) of  (1977)
on Publ ic Tenders.  That is the “Publ ic
Tenders Law”.  The Publ ic Tenders Law states
that any procurement made by the Kuwait i
Government exceeding (5.000) KD,
approximately $16.500, must be carr ied out
through the Central  Tenders Commit tee and
in accordance with i ts procedures in order to
ensure compet i t ive pr ic ing.

Public Sector Procurement
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Kuwait  Offset  Program  

V a l u e  O f f s e t  O b l i g a t i o n :  T h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e
o f f s e t  o b l i g a t i o n  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  ( 3 5 % )  o f
t h e  n e t  m o n e t a r y  v a l u e  o f  t h e  s u p p l y
c o n t r a c t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
d e d u c t i n g  t h e  m o n e t a r y  v a l u e  o f  a n y  o f
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f r o m  t h e  s u p p l y  c o n t r a c t ,  i f
e x i s t e n t :  
 

Establ ishment of  the of fset  program: As per the
Decis ion No. (694),  issued by the Counci l  of
Ministers dated July 26, 1992, Kuwait  Offset  Program
was establ ished. 
 
Management of  the Kuwait  Offset  Program: The
Nat ional  Offset  Company is responsible for  the
management of  the Kuwait  Offset  Program. The
company was establ ished by the Counci l  Of
Ministers '  Decis ion No. (863/2005) adopted on the
August 7,  2005. I t  was formed as a government
owned closed shareholding corporat ion,  adopt ing
pr ivate sector pract ices in conduct ing i ts business.
On Apr i l  19,  2006, the Nat ional  Off iset  Company was
founded under commercial  registry No. (114257).  On
July 5,  2006, i t  s igned a Management Contract  wi th
Ministry of  Finance, to run Kuwait  Offest  Program on
i ts behal f .  On September 2,  2006, the company
started operat ions. 
 
What is Offset :  An obl igat ion imposed on Defense
Contracts that  are s igned by government ent i t ies,  in
addi t ion to Civ i l  Contracts.  The value of  the defense
contracts must be (3.000.000) KD or more, and that
of  the civ i l  contract  must be (10.000.000) KD or
more. 

•  Subcontracts s igned with local  Kuwait i
companies 
•  Purchases of  goods and services of
nat ional  or ig in that  are obtained within the
context  of  the supply contract  
•  The monetary value of  the Kuwait i  share
in a jo int  venture that is subject  to of fset  
•  The balance of  of fset  credi ts achieved as
a resul t  of :  charges incurred to secure a
bank guarantee, and/or procurement of
goods and services of  nat ional  or ig in
outside the scope of  the in i t ia l  contract ,
and/or previously achieved of fset  credi ts
( future credi ts)  that  are carr ied forward,
and/or other of fset  credi ts.  

Financial  incent ive system undertaken to lure of fset  obl igated foreign companies into invest ing in
projects that  achieve the object ives of  the Offset  Program. This system enhances a reduct ion in the
value of  the in i t ia l  of fset  obl igat ion by a rat io equivalent to the mult ip l ier  value that is def ined for the
offset  project .

Offset Multiplier
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Disclosure  Law

This law effectively requires ful l  transparency and accountabil i ty
in al l  government contracts

The Kuwait i  Government passed Law No. (25)
of  (1996) on the disclosure of  commissions in
connect ion with government contracts,  in
August 1996. This law ef fect ively requires ful l
t ransparency and accountabi l i ty  in al l
government contracts,  which value exceeds
(100.000) KD, approximately ($300,000).  
This Law appl ies to al l  t ransact ions conducted
by the Kuwait i  Government or i ts agencies or
instrumental i t ies.  I t  requires a st ipulat ion by
the contract ing party as to whether i t  has paid
or wi l l  pay a commission of  any kind to a
disclosed or concealed intermediary.  
  In addi t ion,  the Law imposes an obl igat ion on
both the payer and the payee to disclose,them. 

In a separate declarat ion,  the amount of  the
commission, the type of  currency, and the
place and manner of  the commission. 
Any act ions of  non-disclosure or
misinformat ion resul t  in sanct ions. These
sanct ions range from civ i l  and cr iminal
penal t ies that are equal  to the payment to
imprisonment.  However,  i f  the payment in
quest ion const i tutes a v iolat ion of  a Kuwait i
Law, even ful l  compl iance of  the part ies does
not necessar i ly exonerate 
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Intellectual  Property

I n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  p a t e n t s  i n  K u w a i t  a r e  g o v e r n e d  b y  L a w  N o .  ( 4 )  o f  ( 1 9 6 2 ) .
I n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  p a t e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  K u w a i t ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m u s t  d o n e .  F i r s t ,  t h e
i n v e n t o r  m u s t  f i r s t  r e g i s t e r  t h e  p a t e n t  w i t h  t h e  P a t e n t s  O f f i c e  a t  t h e  T r a d e m a r k
C o n t r o l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  C o m m e r c e  &  I n d u s t r y ,  a s  p e r  A r t i c l e  ( 4 )  o f  t h e
L a w .  A s  s t a t e d  i n  A r t i c l e  ( 5 ) ,  n o n - K u w a i t i  c i t i z e n s ,  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  o t h e r  j u r i s t i c
p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  p a t e n t s  i n  K u w a i t ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e
n a t i o n a l s  o r  h a b i t a n t s  o f  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  g i v e  K u w a i t  r e c i p r o c i t y .  A s  s o o n  a s  t h e
i n v e n t o r  r e g i s t e r s  h i s  p a t e n t ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d  i n  A r t i c l e s  ( 1 0 )  a n d  ( 1 2 )  t h a t  h e  i s  g a i n s
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  u s e  t h a t  p a t e n t  b y  a n y  m e a n s .  T h i s  r i g h t  i s  v a l i d  f o r
( 1 5 )  y e a r s ,  s t a r t i n g  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  T h e  p a t e n t  m a y  b e  r e n e w e d  f o r
e x t r a  f i v e - y e a r  t e r m ,  a s  p e r  A r t i c l e  ( 1 2 ) .  
 
A s  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  d e s i g n s ,  A r t i c l e s  ( 3 6 )  a n d  ( 3 7 )  o f  t h e  L a w  d e f i n e s  t h e  r e q u i r e d
p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e i r  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  i n d u s t r i a l  d e s i g n s  m u s t  b e ,  a l s o ,  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e
I n d u s t r i a l  D e s i g n s  a n d  M o d e l s  R e g i s t e r .  T h e n ,  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  m u s t
b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  T r a d e m a r k  C o n t r o l  D e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  p e r i o d  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  d e s i g n s ,  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  A r t i c l e  ( 4 2 ) ,  i s  v a l i d  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  I t  c a n
r e n e w e d  f o r  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s .  
 
T h e  K u w a i t i  C o m m e r c i a l  C o d e ,  w h i c h  i s  L a w  N o .  ( 6 8 )  o f  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  g o v e r n s  t r a d e m a r k
r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  i n f r i n g e m e n t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  A r t i c l e  ( 6 4 ) ,  a n y  p e r s o n
m a y  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  h i s  t r a d e m a r k  a t  t h e  R e g i s t e r  o f  T r a d e m a r k s .  
 
T h e  t r a d e m a r k  w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f o r  ( 1 0 )  y e a r s ,  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s
a p p r o v e d .  I t  m a y  b e  r e n e w e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  t e n  y e a r s  a c c o r d i n g  A r t i c l e  ( 7 7 )  o f  t h e  L a w .  

As defined in Article (43) of Law
No. (64) of (1999),  when applying
to non-Kuwaiti  cit izens, i t  is
l imited to:  
 
•  Works of  non-Kuwait i  that  are
publ ished for the f i rst  t ime in Kuwait  
•  Works of  Arab authors c i t izens of
the countr ies of  the Arab Agreement
for the Protect ion of  Author ’s
Rights,  provided that their  works are
publ ished in any of  those countr ies 
•  Works of  authors c i t izens of  states
of the World Intel lectual  Property
Organizat ion,  provided that their
works are publ ished for the f i rst
t ime in one of  those states.  

The period of copyright protection is as
follows: 
 
•  50 years f rom the death of  the author,  and i f
i t  is  a jo int  work,  f rom the last  surviv ing
author 
•  50 years f rom the end of  the calendar year
of  publ icat ion for the fol lowing: (a) Works
publ ished under a pseudonym or
anonymously,  (b)  Works in which the owner of
the copyr ight is a legal  personal i ty,  (c)
c inematic and photographic works;  and (d)
works publ ished for the f i rst  t ime af ter the
author ’s death.  
•  50 years f rom the end of  the calendar year
in which the performance or recording took
place, where appl icable 
•  20 years form the end of  the calendar year
in which the broadcast of  a program occurred,
where appl icable.  

These periods are defined in Article (17) of Law No. (64) of (1999).  
Kuwait  is  a member of  the World Trade Organizat ion and a s ignatory to the Agreement on
Trade Related Aspects of  Intel lectual  Property Rights.  Hence, i t  is  under an obl igat ion to
pass intel lectual  property laws meet ing the minimum standards for the protect ion and
enforcement of  intel lectual  property r ights set  for th in th is agreement.  Kuwait  is  also a
member of  the World Intel lectual  Property Organizat ion.    

Inclusions Validity
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About ADAM Global Services

W e  a r e  t h e  W o r l d ' s  f i r s t ,  l a r g e s t  &  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l
N e t w o r k  o f  N e t w o r k s  p r o v i d i n g  g l o b a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  a
c l i c k  o f  a  b u t t o n .  W e  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  o f  t r u s t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l
s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  &  c l i e n t s  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e .  
 
 
A D A M  G l o b a l  i s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  L o n d o n ( U K )  s i n c e  1 9 9 8  a n d  o u r  a i m  i s
t o  c o n n e c t  b u s i n e s s  t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  w h i l e  m a k i n g  a c c e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
a d v i s e ,  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o l u t i o n s  e a s y  a n d  c o n v e n i e n t
f o r  c l i e n t s  t o  f i n d  t r u s t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e  w i t h  a  c l i c k
o f  a  b u t t o n !  
 
W e  e n h a n c e  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  &  b u s i n e s s  p o t e n t i a l  v i a  c r o s s  b o r d e r
t r a n s a c t i o n s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  S M E  f i r m s  i n  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a r e a s
i n c l u d i n g   t h r o u g h  a n  e x c l u s i v e  m e m b e r s h i p  p r o g r a m .  I t  i s  a  p l a t f o r m
t h a t  c o n n e c t s  b u s i n e s s e s ,  p r o m o t e s  &  f a c i l i t a t e s  p r o d u c t i v e  r e g u l a r
i n t e r a c t i o n s  a n d  c r e a t e s  a  h u g e  p r o f i t a b l e  i m p a c t  o n  a  g l o b a l  s c a l e .    

AlSanea Economic Consul t ing,  A Kuwait  based member f i rm of  ADAM
Global  in the f ie ld of  Account ing,  was operat ing as a div is ion of  Kuwait
Audi t ing and Account ing since 1997. Our Internal  audi t  Professional
help assess how a company’s Internal  audi t  funct ions compare with
leading pract ices and how these funct ions al ign wi th the current and
future object ives of  your audi t  commit tee, Execut ive management and
operat ing uni t .  We are Advisory Professionals works wi th our c l ients to
help them achieve Compl iance, advis ing on how they organize their
f inancial  report ing processes and helping ensure that Account ing
operat ions match the object ives of  the business.      Our tax advisors
have exper ience in al l  types of  businesses including banks, investment
houses, fami ly businesses, governments,  and indiv iduals.  We combine
both internat ional  and regional  tax knowledge in order to provide the
most sound advice for your business. 
 
View Full  Profi le 

Our Disciplines include

Law 
Account ing 
Corporate Services,  Advisory 
Taxat ion 
Immigrat ion  
Financial  Services 
HR 
IT  
Educat ion 

Tax, Accounting & Advisory Services in Kuwait

5 
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3000 + 
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40000 + 
Clients 
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Disciplines 
 
 
 
400 Mn $ 
Network
Revenue 
 
                       
 
 
 
 

#networkofnetworks

https://www.adamglobal.com/our-member-firms/mr-mohammad-alsanea/


This publ icat ion has been prepared for general  guidance on matters of  interest  only,  and does not const i tute professional  advice.  You should not
act  upon the informat ion contained in th is publ icat ion without obtaining speci f ic professional  advice.  No representat ion or warranty (express or
impl ied) is given as to the accuracy or completeness of  the informat ion contained in th is publ icat ion,  and, to the extent permit ted by law, ADAM
Global  does not accept or assume any l iabi l i ty ,  responsibi l i ty  or duty of  care for any consequences of  you or anyone else act ing,  or refraining to
act,  in rel iance on the informat ion contained in th is publ icat ion or for  any decis ion based on i t .  
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